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phases from Docket No. 2017-0352 and distributed energy resources; and (2) assess 

whether sufficient capacity and reliability will be projected to be in place at the time the 

AES Hawaii Power Plant power purchase agreement is terminated, to ensure that Oahu 

will continue to have affordable and reliable electric services. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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Testimony of 
SCOTT J. GLENN, Chief Energy Officer 

 
before the 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
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State Capitol, Conference Room 325 

 
In SUPPORT of 

SB 2629, SD2 Proposed HD1 
RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT. 

 

Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and Members of the Committee, the Hawaii State 

Energy Office (HSEO) supports SB 2629, SD2 Proposed HD1, which prohibits the issuance or 

renewal of covered source air permits for coal-burning electricity generation facilities after 

December 31, 2022 and prohibits an independent power producer from passing on the 

environmental response, energy, and food security tax onto a purchasing utility company.  

The purpose of the HSEO is to promote energy efficiency, renewable energy, and clean 

transportation to help achieve a resilient, clean energy, decarbonized economy. Decarbonizing 

the electric sector is essential for Hawaii to achieving the zero emissions clean economy target 

set forth in Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS) §225P-5 to sequester more atmospheric carbon and 

greenhouse gases than emitted within the State as quickly as practicable, but no later than 

2045. On September 13, 2018 Governor Ige signed onto the Powering Past Coal Alliance, 

who came to an agreement that phasing out unabated coal power is one of the most important 

steps governments can take to tackle climate change and meet our commitment to keep global 

temperature increase well below 2°C, and to pursue efforts to limit it to 1.5°C. For Hawaii, 

stationary combustion, which includes fuel combustion emissions from electric power plants and 

petroleum refineries, represents roughly 40% of greenhouse gas emissions1 in the State. In 

addition, the State is actively pursuing the decarbonization of ground transportation through 

electrification. As ground transportation represents approximately 20% of the State’s 

 
 
1 https://health.hawaii.gov/cab/files/2019/12/2016-Inventory_Final-Report_December2019-1.pdf 
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greenhouse gas emissions2, reducing the emission factor of electric generation is critical as the 

State’s adoption of electric vehicles grows. 

Hawaii is on a trajectory to retire coal fired generation. Adopting this legislation would 

further ensure that plans and efforts underway continue. The Hawaiian Electric Companies’ 

(HECO) current Power Supply Improvement Plan (PSIP) was filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission (Commission) on December 23, 2016 in Docket No. 2014-0183. The Commission 

accepted the PSIP, with conditions, on July 14, 2017 by Decision and Order No. 34696. In the 

PSIP, HECO state their intention to allow the existing power purchase agreement for electricity 

generated from coal on Oahu to “expire without renewal” when it ends in 2022. HECO issued an 

RFP in response to Order No. 36474 issued on August 15, 2019 in Docket No. 2017-0352 to 

acquire dispatchable and renewable generation. In May 2020, HECO announced the selection 

of 16 projects, nine of which are on Oahu: eight solar-plus-storage projects and one standalone 

storage project, totaling approximately 287 MW of generation and 1.8 GWh of storage. These 

projects in addition to the group of projects referred to as “Phase 1” and additional rooftop solar 

plus storage and other energy measures indicate that energy supply and contingency is 

expected to be sufficient for grid stability with the retirement and removal of the coal plant from 

the grid, however it is not unreasonable that questions remain about this. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 

 
 
2 https://health.hawaii.gov/cab/files/2019/12/2016-Inventory_Final-Report_December2019-1.pdf 
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Dear Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and Members of the Committee,  

My name is Rebecca Dayhuff Matsushima and I am testifying on behalf of 

Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc. (Hawaiian Electric), offering proposed amendments 

and comments on S.B. 2629, SD2, Proposed HD1, Relating to the Environment. 

Hawaiian Electric currently has one contract for an independent power producer (AES 

Hawaii) to provide coal-fired generation and the contract for this facility is set to expire in 

September 2022. The Company has no plans to extend or renew the contract for this 

facility. 

However, the Company does oppose the prohibition on the State of Hawaii Public 

Utilities Commission (“PUC”) from modifying any existing power purchase agreement 

after June 30, 2020.  As noted above Hawaiian Electric has an existing contract with AES 

Hawaii to provide coal-fired generation.  From time to time the Company may have a need 

to amend that contract as is normal in the course of a contract that spans decades.   

  



2 

 

The Company proposes that the PUC should be able to approve modifications to existing 

contracts for coal-fired generation on the condition that the modification not extend the 

term of the agreement or increase the amount of generation that is allowed to be produced 

under the contract.  Such amendments would have a neutral effect or possibly could even 

lower the amount of coal burned between now and December 31, 2022.  The Companies 

proposed modifying the S.B. 2629, SD2, Proposed HD1 in part to read (proposed 

language underline): 

“269- Coal power purchase agreements; prohibited.  Beginning 
after June 30, 2020, the public utilities commission shall not 
approve any new, modified, or renewed power purchase agreement 
that proposes to burn or consume coal to generate electricity, 
except that the public utilities commission shall have the ability to 
modify existing power purchase agreements that propose to burn or 
consume coal to generate electricity as long as such modifications 
to not extend the term or increase the amount of generation that is 
allowed to be produced under the existing agreement.”  
 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 



 
 

Written Statement of Elemental Excelerator 
before the House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection 

  
In consideration of​ ​SB 2629 Proposed HD 1 

RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT 
June 22, 2020 

  
Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice-Chair Wildberger, and Members of the House Committee on 
Energy and Environmental Protection: 
  
Elemental Excelerator respectfully submits our ​support ​of SB 2629 Proposed HD 1 

1. Prohibits the issuance or renewal of covered source air permits for coal-burning 
electricity generation facilities after 12/31/2022.  

2. Prohibits the approval of a new, modified, or renewed power purchase agreement for 
electricity generated from coal after 6/30/2020.  
  

Elemental Excelerator is a Honolulu-based non-profit organization that supports climate 
positive startup companies that are helping solve Hawai’i’s most urgent environmental 
problems. Each year, we select 15-20 companies annually that best fit our mission and fund 
each company up to $1 million.  To date, we have awarded $36 million to 99 companies 
resulting in 36 demonstration projects in Hawai‘i & the Asia Pacific.  
  
In April 2018, Elemental Excelerator commissioned a study entitled​ Transcending Oil: Hawai'i's 
Path to a Clean Energy Economy. ​The study found that in Hawai'i, transitioning to renewable 
energy is cheaper than sticking with fossil fuels like oil and coal. The faster we go, the cheaper 
it will be.  
  
We support SB 2629 Proposed HD 1 for the following reasons: 

1. It aligns with Hawai‘i's commitment to the Paris Climate Accord: ​While Hawai‘i is 
on track to meet its share of America’s 2025 target under the Paris Agreement, the 
state needs to accelerate its clean energy transition and phase off its use of fossil fuels 
like coal and oil in order to maintain progress towards the Paris Agreement's long-term 
goals.  
 

2. It will increase investments in clean energy:​ Transitioning off fossil fuels like coal can 
bring an additional $2.9 billion in new investments for our state.  1

 

1Larsen, J., Mohan, S., Herndon, W., Marsters, P., & Pitt, H. (2018, May 01). Transcending Oil: Hawaii's Path to a Clean Energy 
Economy, p.22, Retrieved from​ ​https://rhg.com/research/transcending-oil-hawaiis-path-to-a-clean-energy-economy/ 



3. It will provide thousands of new good-paying jobs:​ By transitioning to clean energy 
and off of fossil fuels like coal, Hawai‘i can create as many as 3,500 additional jobs that 
pay $3-7 more per hour than Hawai‘i's $20 median wage.  2

 
4. It provides an opportunity for economic diversification through clean innovation: 

Robust policy alignment with clean energy attracts innovation and positions Hawai‘i to 
compete globally for talent and investment.  To date, we've deployed over $30 million in 
project based funding to support the deployment of 28 clean technology projects in 
Hawaiʻi.  3

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this legislation.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Tiffany Huynh 
Director of External Affairs 
  

  
 

2 ​Transcending Oil, p. 1 
3 ​Elemental Excelerator 2019 Impact Report 
 



 

 
 

 HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

 June 22, 2020 9:30 AM Room 325 

In SUPPORT​ ​of SB2629 Proposed HD1 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and members of the committee, 

On behalf of our 20,000 members and supporters, the Sierra Club of Hawai‘i supports SB2629               
Proposed HD1​, ​which prohibits the issuance or renewal of covered source air permits for              
coal-burning electricity generation facilities after 12/31/2022 and prohibits the approval of a new,             
modified, or renewed power purchase agreement for electricity generated from coal after            
6/30/2020. Mahalo nui to Chair Lowen for proposing this House amendment. 

Not only is burning coal responsible for one third of US carbon emissions, but it is also leading                  
to as many as 13,000 premature deaths every year and more than $100 billion in annual health                 
costs.  Several principal emissions result from coal combustion, including : 1 2

● Sulfur dioxide (SO2), which contributes to acid rain and respiratory illnesses 
● Nitrogen oxides (NOx), which contribute to smog and respiratory illnesses 
● Particulates, which contribute to smog, haze, and respiratory illnesses and lung disease 
● Carbon dioxide (CO2), which is the primary greenhouse gas produced from burning            

fossil fuels (coal, oil, and natural gas) 
● Mercury and other heavy metals, which have been linked to both neurological and             

developmental damage in humans and other animals 
● Fly ash and bottom ash, which are residues created when power plants burn coal 

 
Hawai‘i has only one coal-fired power plant remaining in service, it is the AES plant on O‘ahu                 
which has a power purchase agreement that is already set to expire in 2022. Passage of this bill                  
ensures that Hawai‘i will be “coal-free by 2023”, solidifying plans to transition Hawai‘i from dirty               
energy and encouraging AES and Hawaiian Electric Company (HECO) to redirect its focus to              
clean energy and battery storage projects. We know that both AES and HECO are capable and                
pursuing large-scale clean energy projects throughout the state. Recently in April 2019, HECO             
solicited 900 megawatts of clean energy RFP’s, including solar and wind generation and             

1 https://content.sierraclub.org/coal/about-the-campaign 
2 https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/index.php?page=coal_environment 

 



 

renewables plus storage, in anticipation of the AES coal plant closure in 2022. Pending approval               
from the Public Utilities Commission, the first projects would come online by 2022.   3

The closure of the coal plant is also an environmental justice and equity issue. Toxic coal ash                 
produced for all O‘ahu ratepayers is currently being dumped at the PVT Landfill in ​Nānākuli​,               
exposing workers and nearby communities to a wide range of health risks. Public health needs               
to be a priority and no single community should suffer the burden or our energy or waste                 
management facilities. It is time to end the use of coal in Hawai‘i to address this burden on our                   
westside neighbors. 

SB2629 Proposed HD1 furthers Hawai‘i’s commitment to 100% clean energy by 2045 and sets              
another example of the legislature’s leadership to mitigate the harmful effects of climate change              
in a way that is equitable and just.  

Thank you very much for this opportunity to provide testimony in ​support of SB2629 Proposed               
HD1​.  
 

3 
https://www.hawaiianelectric.com/hawaiian-electric-companies-targeting-2022-in-move-to-acquire-more-r
enewable-energy 

https://www.hawaiianelectric.com/hawaiian-electric-companies-targeting-2022-in-move-to-acquire-more-renewable-energy
https://www.hawaiianelectric.com/hawaiian-electric-companies-targeting-2022-in-move-to-acquire-more-renewable-energy










 







SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/19/2020 7:17:20 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Emma Reed Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/19/2020 7:22:41 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Amaya Hirata Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Amaya Hirata from Big Island. I am 17 years old. 

I support the HD1 Amendment. I believe making Hawaii coal free will better our 
community. Often the ash from burning coal ends up in our citizens homes. As a citizen 
of Hawaii, I believe we should have clean air for our keiki. Cleaner air, to me equals 
happier communities and happier environments! Hawaii is paradise and we should not 
take for granted our beautiful land and clean air. Make Hawai coal free before it is too 
late!  

Mahalo,  

Amaya Hirata  

 



SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/19/2020 7:23:21 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Echo Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Echo Hirata, a 17 year old living on Big Island Hawaii. I am in support of the 
HD1 Amendment. HD1 will help with plans of reducing carbon emissions and helping 
Hawaii's environment and community. With current plans and actions of burning coal, 
we are poisoning our homes and land and if we don't do anything  about it, it will get 
worst. For the betterment of our community and environment, I am in strong support of 
HD1 Amendment.  

 



SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/19/2020 7:24:28 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Samantha Steenhuis Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

My name is Samantha and I am from Hawaii Kai.  

I am in support of the HD1 amendment because of the detriment that coal does to the 
environment and whom it afffects. Coal is an unsustainable resource and releases more 
toxic gas into the atmosphere than any other energy source. Furthermore, the ash is 
duped in Nanakuli, which harms local islander communities. Please make our island 
coal free! 

Mahalo 

 



SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/20/2020 5:29:43 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Benton Kealii Pang, 
Ph.D. 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/21/2020 9:14:50 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

laurel brier Kauai women's caucus Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

We must end the use of coal immediately if we are serious about reducing our GHG and 
addressing the Climate Crisis. 

Thank you for taking action 

 

n.hussey
Late



 
Young Progressives Demanding Action 
P.O. Box 11105 
Honolulu, HI 96828 
 
June 22, 2020 
9:30 AM 
 
TO: House Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection 
RE: Testimony in Support of SB2629 Proposed HD1 
 
Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, Members of the House Committee on Energy & 
Environmental Protection, 
 
My name is Jun Shin. I am a Junior at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, and I serve as the 
Environmental Justice Action Committee Chair for the Young Progressives Demanding Action 
(YPDA). YPDA advocates for public policies that reflect the values of young people throughout 
the State of Hawaiʻi. One of those values is that in order to meaningfully deal with the climate 
crisis, we need to divest our society completely from fossil fuels, including coal. YPDA is in 
Support​ of ​ SB2629 Proposed HD1​, Relating to the Environment. We appreciate the 
committee’s willingness to keep the discussion going on this important issue for the future of 
our planet.  
 
Burning coal is harmful to the environment. It contributes heavily to greenhouse gas emissions 
and as the Union of Concerned Scientists have pointed out, “When coal is burned it releases a 
number of airborne toxins and pollutants. They include mercury, lead, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen 
oxides, particulates, and various other heavy metals. Health impacts can range from asthma 
and breathing difficulties, to brain damage, heart problems, cancer, neurological disorders, and 
premature death.”  This is not only an environmental issue, but a public health issue as well. In 1

the face of a climate crisis, the current model of doing business is simply not sustainable.  
 
The power purchase agreement between AES Hawaii Power Plant (Our last coal power plant) 
and Hawaiian Electric Company is set to expire in 2022. AES had come out in May and agreed to 
reduce its carbon-emissions​, let's hold them to this statement by passing this measure and 
putting us on the right track. We need to let that agreement naturally come to an end as 
originally intended and begin 2023 right. Hawai‘i is already setting an example with its goal of 
being powered by 100% renewable energy by 2045. AES can help make a meaningful 

1 ​https://www.ucsusa.org/clean-energy/coal-impacts 

 

https://www.civilbeat.org/beat/oahu-coal-plant-will-reduce-carbon-emissions/
https://www.ucsusa.org/clean-energy/coal-impacts
n.hussey
Late



contribution to our future by following through on their commitment to scale down their 
coal-burning, and turn to clean energy projects that will actually work with and not circumvent 
communities. If we are to take on climate change and its catastrophic effects on our society, 
economy, and natural resources, clean and renewable energy will be very important.  
 
While talking about clean energy and the environment, we simply cannot forget the social and 
economic justice components involved in this permit application. Toxic coal ash is being sent to 
the PVT Landfill in Nānākuli, joining a stockpile of other materials burned by the AES Hawaii 
Power Plant. This creates a public health crisis for both the plant workers and residents, which 
becomes even more concerning as the PVT Landfill is only 750ft from residential areas and 
schools where people raise families and go to learn. The West Side cannot continue to be 
unfairly burdened and we need to support removing these polluters. These communities must 
not be left behind, and their concerns for their surrounding environment should not be ignored. 
A green future is one in which disenfranchised communities are able to fully participate in and 
prosper in a transition to a clean and green economy. 
 
Young Progressives Demanding Action is in ​Support​ of ​SB2629 Proposed HD1​. Please pass it out 
of your committee. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify, 
 
Jun Shin, 
Environmental Justice Action Committee Chair 
Young Progressives Demanding Action (YPDA)  
Cell: 808-255-6663 
Email: ​junshinbusiness729@gmail.com 
CC: action@ypdahawaii.org  

 

mailto:junshinbusiness729@gmail.com
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SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/21/2020 6:22:03 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Randy Ching Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger and members of the committee, 

I support SB2629 proposed HD1.  We cannot afford to burn coal for electricity 
anymore.  The climate crisis gets worse every day.  Climate scientists predict that 2020 
will be the hottest year in the last 3,000,000 years.  Burn coal, put greenhouse gases in 
atmosphere, raise temperature. 

No more fossil fuel burning.  Please pass the proposed House draft.  Mahalo. 

 Randy Ching  

Honolulu 
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SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/21/2020 7:48:11 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Judith A Mick Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

It is time to stop burning coal on Oahu which puts harmful toxins in the air we breathe. 
Please stop this practicie. Mahalo. 

 

n.hussey
Late



n.hussey
Late



SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/21/2020 8:00:26 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lois Crozer Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

n.hussey
Late



SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/21/2020 8:08:13 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cory Harden Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha legislators, 

No more coal! No more global warming, with toxins polluting our air and oceans! 

Mahalo, 

Cory Harden 

 

n.hussey
Late
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Muhtadia Rice 

  

 



n.hussey
Late



SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/22/2020 12:32:41 AM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Janet Pappas Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Legislators, 

I strongly support SB2629 SD2 to prohibit burning coal for energy after HECO's permit 
expires in 2022. Coal is the largest source of carbon dioxide emissions in the world and 
it is killing our planet. Having to transport coal from the Mainland or elsewhere to Hawaii 
is another strike against it. We now have clean, renewable, locally-available options to 
choose from and we have no time to waste. 

Ban coal from our precious islands this session. 

Our grandchildren will thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Jan Pappas 

Aiea, Hawaii 

 

n.hussey
Late
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SB-2629-SD-2 
Submitted on: 6/22/2020 8:28:10 AM 
Testimony for EEP on 6/22/2020 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

William Tam Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

n.hussey
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TESTIMONY 

OF 
SARAH ALLEN, ADMINISTRATOR 
STATE PROCUREMENT OFFICE 

 
TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE 

ON 
ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

 
June 22, 2020, 9:30AM 

 
SB 2629, SD2 

RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and members of the committee, thank you for the 
opportunity to submit testimony on SB 2629, SD2. The State Procurement Office (SPO) 
appreciates the intent of the bill and offers the following concerns and comments. 

1. Comment: Section 1, Page 2, Lines 13-21, and Page 3, Lines 1-3 requires the employee’s 
agency to pay a fee for a carbon offset undertaken by an employee of an agency in 
performance of the employee’s official duties. 

 
Concern: Without a statewide financial system or central automated travel system there is 
no efficient way to track or capture employee travel. Each agency would need to be 
responsible for manually tracking their employee travel and determining the offset owed. 
Currently, travel approval is a manual process and labor intensive.  This would put an 
additional responsibility on agencies on an already burdensome process.  

 
2. Comment: On page 3, Lines 7-14 the department of land and natural resources will be 

required to establish a procedure for determining the amount of carbon dioxide emissions in 
metric tons that result from air travel by a single airline passenger, based on the average 
fuel consumption and corresponding carbon dioxide emission per kilometer traveled for the 
aircraft in which the single airline passenger traveled, passenger capacity of the aircraft, and 
distance traveled. 

 
Concern: Calculating emissions per passenger requires employees to keep track of the type 
of aircraft they traveled on, the capacity of the plane, and the distance travelled. Then there 
are modifications to this formula for changes in itinerary or multiple plane changes.  Once 
again demonstrating the additional burdens placed on agency and employees. 

n.hussey
Late

n.hussey
Late
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3. Comment:  Based on a recent SPO survey, there doesn’t appear to be any statewide carbon 

offset program.  There are a few universities, but those organizations have central online 
travel booking programs or a central travel office. 

 
Concern:  Without a central travel agency or an automated travel expense program, this 
imposed offset program will be an excessive burden on all state agencies and employees. 

 
4. Comment:  The University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA), one of the first universities in 

the country to establish a program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHG), did a study 
in 2015, culminating in a two-year flat fee ($9.00 for domestic round trip or $25.00 for 
international flight) pilot program; 2018 to 2020.  UCLA’s study found that computing 
greenhouse gas emissions by miles traveled had slowed and sometimes stalled similar 
programs at other universities.  The flat fee program was found to be easier to implement.  
Arizona State University also established a flat fee ($10 per round trip) program in FY 
2019.The University of Utah has a voluntary carbon offset program that travelers can check 
a box to deduct $10.00 from their travel reimbursement. 

 
Concern:  No research or studies have been made to determine what process would be in 
the best interest of the state, nor any cost/benefit effect or resource drain has been 
considered with the logistical requirements or manually tracking all travel by state 
employees. 
 

5. Comment: Based on the website, https://www.cooleffect.org/content/travel-offset,  provided 
by the department of land and natural resources (DLNR), the SPO would have paid 
approximately $277.00 in fees for 15 employee trips in 2019.  

 
Concern:  The carbon offset fee paid by the SPO is miniscule compared to the travel by 
other departments.  The carbon offset amounts could be substantial over a long period and 
there is no sunset date in the bill. According to a paper published by Richard Kim and 
Benjamin Pierce, purchasing carbon offsets is a good short-term strategy for mitigating 
climate effects.  It should not replace a more comprehensive plan to reduce carbon 
emissions. Employees don’t have an alternative option when travelling intra-state or out-of-
state for business; air travel is the ONLY means of transportation.  A carbon offset would do 
nothing to curtail air travel. Also, SPO cautions Department Heads choosing to have 
contract management personnel not travel for regular site visits of the areas they are 
responsible for conducting government oversight. Successful contract management very 
rarely works from the desk of the contract administrator.  
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Recommendation: 
 
The Office of the Comptroller, Enterprise Technology Services (ETS), and SPO are researching 
automated travel expenditure programs that would ultimately tie into the State’s financial 
system.  SPO recommends waiting until there is an automated travel expenditure program and 
a central travel agency when it would be easier to capture flight information. 
 
In addition, SPO cautions making any overly-complex policy, requiring expensive contractor 
monitoring and additional resources. Instead, an easy flat rate to be added to all travelers, 
should appease those who feel this program is appropriate, and it ensures government 
employees are not having to collect voluminous information every time they travel. However, 
SPO reminds the reader of our Point 5, when considering if this ‘expense’ is really a disincentive 
to travel.  
 
Other options: Appropriate funds to the DLNR to fund a carbon offset program or apply a one-
time flat rate to each department as part of their travel budget.  
 

Thank you.   
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Jeffrey the Barak 

 



From: Anna Chua
To: EEPtestimony
Subject: Testimony in Support of SB2629 Proposed HD1- Coal free hawaii
Date: Sunday, June 21, 2020 10:55:21 PM

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and members of the EEP Committee,

I strongly support SB2629 Proposed HD1 to end the use of coal in Hawai‘i by 2023. Passing this bill brings Hawai‘i
closer  towards our clean energy goals and helps to address environmental justice issues, as the burning coal and
dumping of toxic coal ash unfairly burdens O‘ahu’s westside communities. The last coal fired power plant has a
contract that is already set to expire in 2022. Please support SB2629 Proposed HD1 and make Hawai‘i coal-free by
2023.

Thank you,
Anna Chua

mailto:annacsy25@icloud.com
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From: mdeycaza
To: EEPtestimony
Subject: Testimony in Support of SB2629 Proposed HD1- Coal free hawaii
Date: Sunday, June 21, 2020 12:14:21 AM

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and members of the EEP Committee,

I strongly support SB2629 Proposed HD1 to end the use of coal in Hawai‘i by 2023. Passing
this bill brings Hawai‘i closer  towards our clean energy goals and helps to address
environmental justice issues, as the burning coal and dumping of toxic coal ash unfairly
burdens O‘ahu’s westside communities. The last coal fired power plant has a contract that is
already set to expire in 2022. Please support SB2629 Proposed HD1 and make Hawai‘i coal-
free by 2023.

Thank you, Michael deYcaza 



From: rosemarykarlsson@gmail.com
To: EEPtestimony
Subject: SB2717 Support
Date: Saturday, June 20, 2020 2:11:50 PM

I ask you to support SB2717.  Sharks are a very important part of the balance of nature in the
ocean.  It is their ocean, we have no right to disrupt it.  Leave the sharks alone!
 
Rosemary Karlsson
16-1885 Uilani Drive
PO Box 492266
Keaau, HI 96749
808-966-6589
 
 
 



From: Debbie Ward
To: EEPtestimony
Subject: Testimony in Support of SB2629 Proposed HD1- Coal free hawaii
Date: Monday, June 22, 2020 3:37:08 AM

Aloha Chair Lowen, Vice Chair Wildberger, and members of the EEP Committee,

I strongly support SB2629 Proposed HD1 to end the use of coal in Hawai‘i by 2023. Passing this bill brings Hawai‘i
closer  towards our clean energy goals and helps to address environmental justice issues, as the burning coal and
dumping of toxic coal ash unfairly burdens O‘ahu’s westside communities. The last coal fired power plant has a
contract that is already set to expire in 2022. Please support SB2629 Proposed HD1 and make Hawai‘i coal-free by
2023.

Thank you,
Deborah Ward
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